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1(50 THE MONIST. 

that ustro means "camel" ; while the first part of the word may mean "fierce," 
or "tormenting," or "robbing" or "old." The name is certainly a genuine 
personal name and testifies most clearly to a real personality who bore it, for 
a more prosaic name could not have been invented for the leader of a most 
effective religious reform. 



The Origin and Development of the Moral Ideas. By Edward Wester- 
marck. London : Macmillan, 1906. Two volumes. Vol. I. Pp. 716. 

The well-known author of the History of Human Marriage analyses in 
the present volume the moral concepts of right, wrong, duty, justice, virtue, 
merit, etc., and finds that there are two kinds of moral emotions, indignation 
and approval, at the bottom of every moral concept (p. 131). The main inter- 
est of the book lies in the enormous material which Westermarck has collected 
on homicide, parricide, feticide, human sacrifices, blood revenge, capital pun- 
ishment, the duel, charity, hospitality, slavery, etc. 

Westermarck's philosophical attitude is brought out in the following 
passages : 

"Our moral consciousness belongs to our mental constitution, which we 
cannot change as we please. We approve and we disapprove because we can- 
not do otherwise. Can we help feeling pain when the fire burns us? Can 
we help sympathizing with our friends ? Are these phenomena less necessary, 
less powerful in their consequences, because they fall within the subjective 
sphere of experience? So, too, why should the moral law command less 
obedience because it forms part of our own nature? 

"Far from being a danger, ethical subjectivism seems to me more likely 
to be an acquisition for moral practice. Could it be brought home to people 
that there is no absolute standard in morality, they would perhaps be some- 
what more tolerant in their judgments, and more apt to listen to the voice 
of reason. If the right has an objective existence, the moral consciousness 
has certainly been playing at blindman's buff ever since it was born, and will 
continue to do so until the extinction of the human race. But who does admit 
this? The popular mind is always inclined to believe that it possesses the 
knowledge of what is right and wrong, and to regard public opinion as the 
reliable guide of conduct. We have, to be sure, no reason to regret that there 
are men who rebel against the established rules of morality; it is more de- 
plorable that the rebels are so few, and that, consequently, the old rules change 
so slowly. Far above the vulgar idea that it has its existence in each indi- 
vidual mind, capable of any expansion, proclaiming its own right to exist, if 
needs be, venturing to make a stand against the whole world. Such a con- 
viction makes for progress." 



